
1

Writing a Research Proposal (Engineering)

Aung Khaing Min (Dr.Eng.) Researcher 

Disaster Mitigation Research Center, Nagoya University

29th August 2026



2

BE (Civil)   -Hmawbi Technological University (2006)

ME (Civil & Environmental) -Nagoya University, Japan (2015) 

Dr.Eng. (Civil & Environmental) -Nagoya University, Japan (2021) 

BE (Civil)

Hmawbi Technological University

ME(Civil & Environmental)

Graduate School of Environmental Studies

Nagoya University

Education History

2006 2021

Aung Khaing Min

aung.khaing.min.y0@f.mail.nagoya-u.ac.jp

Team Leader 

LCDP Scholarship

Myanmar Japan 

Center

Assistant Director 

(W/S)

Ministry of 

Construction

Consultant 

National Engineering 

& Planning Services 

(NEPS)

Researcher

Disaster Mitigation 

Research Center, 

Nagoya University

Work Experience



3

Content

➢ Introduction

▪ What is Research/Engineering Research?

▪ Finding Suitable Supervisor (Professor) and Research Theme

➢Research Proposal Preparation

➢ Important Considerations for Research Proposal

▪ The Role of AI in Scientific Research

▪ Get the Right Recommendations

▪ LCDP Scholarship



4

သတုေသနဆ သုညမ် ှာ

• သကဆ် ိုငရ်ာဘာသာရပ်နယပ်ယအ်လ ိုကမ်ရ င််းလင််းတသ်းသည ပ်ြဿနှာမ ှာ်း၊အတပြေမတြေါ်တသ်းသည ြု်စ္ဆှာမ ှာ်း၊မ ှာ်းစ္ ှာမသ ရ  

တသ်းသည အ်တ  ှာင််းအရှာမ ှာ်းက ိုဖ ြေရှင််းအဖ ြေရှာပ ိုမ ိုသ ရှ လာဖအာငြ်ညှာရြ်ဆ ငုရ်ှာသတ ှာေရှာ်းနည််းနှာမ ာ်းက ို

အသ ို်း ပြုပပ ်း စ္နစ္ေ်  စ္ ်းစ္မ််း တလ လှာရ ှာတြေ တြေှာ်ထေုသ်ည လ်ိုပ်ငန််းစဉ်  ြေစ်သည။်

• သိုဖေသနလိုပ်ငန််းစဉ်၏ အဓ ကဖသာ ခ ကသ်ည် ရ ှာတြေ ပြင််းြငပ်ြေစ္သ်ည်။ စ္ ်းစ္မ််းရှာဖြေွေ ခင််း၊

တစ္ စ္ြ်တသြ ှာစ္ ှာရှာဖြေွေ ခင််း၊က   ်းစ္ှာ်းြမ််းစ္ှာ်းရှာဖြေွေ ခင််းသညသ်ိုဖေသန၏အသက ်ြေစ်သည။်ြိုးက ြု်းပမ််းရှာဖြေွေမအအာ်းဖကာင််း

ဖလဖလသိုဖေသနေနြ်ေ ို်း မင မ်ာ်းဖလ ြေစ်သည။်စ ်းစမ််းရှာဖြေွေမအမပါရှ လျှငသ်ိုဖေသန ြေစ်ဖ မာကမ်ညမ်ဟိုေသ်က  သ ို  စ ်းစမ််း

ရှာဖြေွေမအေစ်စ ိုေစ်ရာမရှ ဘ သိုဖေသနလိုပ်ငန််းစဉ်က ိုအဖကာငအ်ထညဖ်ြော်ဖဆာငရ်ွေက်နိ ိုငမ်ည် မဟိုေဖ်ပ။

• Word ‘Research’ is comprises of two words = Re + Search. 

• It means to search again. 

What is research? 



Introduction and Basic Concepts of Engineering Research

Purpose of Engineering Research:

•Establish, sustain, advance, and promote innovative knowledge

Steam Train 24km/h

the World’s First Computer
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•Apply scientific principles for the benefit of humanity

•Probe into the unknown by seeking solutions to research problems
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What is (Academic) “research”?
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What is (Academic) “research”?
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What is (Academic) “research”?
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Qualities of a Good Researcher



Types of Research Proposals

•Funding Proposal

• Written for grant applications (e.g., research institutes)

• Competes for funding to support research work

10

•Thesis Proposal (Master’s level)

• Answers a research question based on existing knowledge

• Demonstrates critical thinking and analytical skills

•Dissertation Proposal (Ph.D. level)

• Aims to make a significant new contribution to knowledge

• Provides a novel solution to a contextual problem
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Audience
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The professor will look at a research proposal will ask: 

• Does the proposal advance the state of the art? 

• Does it introduce innovative approaches?

• Does it show a good understanding of the major work? 

• Does it identify the gaps of existing knowledge, and so on?

Professor’s Evaluation Criteria
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Finding Supervisor (Professors)
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Long Term Capacity Development Program For Myanmar Private Sector (LCDP)
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Choosing a Master’s Supervisor in Japan

(Avoid These Roles for Primary Supervision)

Professor Type Japanese Title Why Avoid?

Adjunct Professor
非常勤講師 (Hijōkin Kōshi) / 客
員教授 (Kakuin Kyōju)

Part-time, limited resources

Visiting Professor
客員教授 (Kakuin Kyōju) / 訪問
教授 (Hōmon Kyōju)

Temporary, may leave mid-

program

Assistant Professor
助教 (Jokyō) / 准教授
(Junkyōju)

Limited experience, funding, or 

tenure

Recommended Supervisors 

Full Professor, Associate Professor (教授, Kyōju) – Experienced, stable, well-connected
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Audience



Your story should be easy to 

understand at a glance.

Your story should be easy for people 

from other fields to understand.

Your proposal needs to be understood quickly & easily by your reviewers!!!
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“Research proposal for selection”

Many applicants are well aware of these points…

but not enough!

Need to check professors' info

Need to find from previous studies
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What helps you make a Good Proposal?

Effective Storytelling 

helps the reviewer to empathize with your story

Wow! I can easily 

comprehend this 

story!
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Research Process



Engineering Research Process

1. Starting Point:

Define a Research Topic/Theme

•Focus on a problem, question, or phenomenon

•Aim to find solutions, theories, or principles

2. Key Difference from Scientific Research:

Engineering Research Ends with Application

•Not just discovery → practical implementation of solutions

43
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How to Define Your Research Topic

➢ Start with a general idea or research area

➢ Narrow it down to a specific research question

Ask Yourself:

•Is it related to real life? (Applied research focus)

•Does it address a societal problem?

•Is it useful, interesting, and not overdone?

•Is the topic focused and specific?

•Does it fill a gap in existing research?

•Will it generate new knowledge?

•Who will benefit from this research? (e.g., professionals, policymakers)

•Will it resolve current controversies or advance understanding?
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3. Stay Flexible

Be open to adjustments – Initial ideas often evolve after discussion

1. Personal Motivation is Crucial

Choose a topic you love – You'll spend months researching it!

Balance passion & feasibility – Avoid overly broad or narrow topics

Choosing a Research Topic: Key Considerations

2. Supervisor Alignment Matters

Select a topic that interests your supervisor – Increases engagement 

and support

Review their publications – Ensures expertise in your chosen area



Narrowing a Research Theme – From Floods to Pluvial Floods

1. Broad Theme:

"Flood Risk Management"
(Too vague – covers riverine, coastal, flash floods, etc.)

46

2. Narrowed Scope:

"Urban Flooding"
(Focus on cities, but still includes multiple flood types)

3. Specific Focus:

"Pluvial Flooding in Lowland Cities"
(Rainfall-induced, excludes riverine/coastal floods; adds terrain constraint)



Three Flood Hazards in Yangon Region

Source- Flood Risk Assessment in Yangon, Myanmar; Kaung Khant Nyein (May 12, 2023) 47
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Research Proposal Preparation
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Key Components of a Research Proposal

Outline for R Proposal Key Content

1.Title Specific, accurate, concise, catchy

2.Abstract Overview of topic and intent

3.Introduction Topic Overview

• Problem Statement What issue are you addressing?

• Research Question Defines the central inquiry 

• Hypothesis Presents a testable prediction

• Aims & Objectives What do you want to achieve?

• Significance Why is this topic important?

• Audience Who benefits from your research?

4.Literature Review Current knowledge and gaps

5. Methodologies How will you conduct the research?

6. Expected Results What do you anticipate discovering?

7. Project Outline Structure and timeline

8. Bibliography A compiled list of all academic sources



Title

▪ Specific & accurate

▪ Not too long

▪ Catchy

▪ Contain the main idea

▪ Start with an action verb

50

Research Title

Examples

▪ Simulation of

▪ Comparison of

▪ Assessment of

▪ Development of 

▪ Defining

▪ Identifying

▪ Screening

▪ Understanding

▪ Developing

▪ Impact study of 
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Abstract

•Written last (after completing your research)

•Max 250 words

•Provides a quick overview of your entire research:

• Background

• Research problem

• Objectives

• Methodology

• Key results (Expected)

• Target audience & impact

•Should be clear, concise, and well-structured

•Reader should grasp the essence of the work in 

3–4 minutes
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Introduction

Hook Context Rationale Objectives

Key Components

Hook – Capture interest with a strong opening
Context – Briefly outline the research problem & gap
Rationale – Explain why the study matters
Objectives – State clear research aims

Pro Tips

Show motivation – Link to personal/professional relevance
Preview structure – Summarize proposal sections in 1 paragraph
Write last – Finalize intro after completing the full proposal
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Problem Statement

• Clearly contextualized & Concise

• Problem defined with measurable data

• Use of statistics or figures encouraged

• Clearly describe existing hypotheses 

•  Highlight your proposed contribution

• Explain what makes the problem critical

• Emphasize potential impact

Fig. -The research flow diagram



Key Sources

•Personal Experiences

Insights from daily life or professional challenges

•Literature Review

Gaps, inconsistencies, or limitations in previous studies

•Expert Opinions

Consultations with professionals or academics

•Internet Sources

Online databases, forums, news, and research portals

•Theories & Models

Need to test, expand, or refine theoretical frameworks

•Replication Studies

Verifying results of previous research

•Government Publications

Policy papers, reports, and official statistics

Sources of Research Problems

54



Suitability of Research Problems

Key Selection Criteria

Relevance – Aligns with researcher’s expertise & career goals

Interest & Motivation – Sparks enthusiasm for sustained investigation

Competence – Matches researcher’s skills (or ability to learn)

Resource Availability – Equipment, funding, and data accessible

Time Feasibility – Solvable within project deadline

55
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Research Questions: The Core of Your Study
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Understanding Research Hypotheses

➢ What is a Hypothesis?

A hypothesis is a statement that explains the predictions and reasoning of your research—an “educated

guess” about how your scientific experiments will end.

"If fiber-reinforced concrete (FRC) is used instead of traditional 

concrete, then the cracking resistance of the structure will 

increase because the fibers provide better tensile strength."

Why This Works:

•Clear & Testable: Compares FRC vs. normal concrete in real 

construction.

•Relevant to Civil Engineering: Directly relates to materials and 

structural durability.

•Practical Impact: Helps decide whether FRC is worth the cost 

for crack prevention. (a) Plain concrete (b) FRC 



Defining Aim & Objectives

➢ Aim = General purpose of your research

• Like a bullet – short, focused, clear

• Answers a general problem

• Must be understandable to anyone (even non-
experts)

• Linked to your motivation and societal relevance

• One strong sentence is enough

58
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SMART Objectives

•S – Specific

•Clear and focused on a defined issue

•M – Measurable

•Results can be tracked and assessed

•A – Attainable

•Achievable with available resources and capacity

•R – Realistic

•Practical and grounded in real constraints

•T – Time-bound

•Has a clear start and end date

➢ Reviewers assess objectives using SMART—ensure yours meet all criteria

➢ Start with a well-defined problem, then shape your aim, and break it into SMART objectives
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Significance 

•Added Value:

• The research should lead to practical, meaningful outcomes

• Align the significance with the main aim of the study

•Defend and Present:

• Be prepared to justify the relevance, even if others don't initially see its importance

Define the Importance:

• Why is this research relevant?

• What is the added value or originality?

•Originality:

• Even if the topic is not new, how will your approach be unique?

• Show how your work contributes differently to existing knowledge
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Previous studies

Limitation, Weakness
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Previous studies
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Previous studies



Considerations in Search

•Challenges with New or Rare Topics

• Literature may be sparse, so try less-direct keywords

• Once a few papers are found, use their references and content for further search hints
64

•Search effectiveness depends on skills and experience with databases

•Consult with professionals for guidance

•Using Keywords

• Derived from the review subject and scheme

• Start by reading papers to identify relevant keywords

• Seek advice from advisors/colleagues

• Use the reference section of papers to find additional literature and new keywords

•Tips for Effective Keyword Search

• Start with 2-3 keywords, but may yield too many results (e.g., 132,000 results for "hybrid, 

additive, manufacturing")

• Narrow down by adding more specific keywords or two-word phrases
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Research Gate
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• https://doi.org/10.1080/1226508X.2017.1340184

https://doi.org/10.1080/1226508X.2017.1340184
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General Information Sources
•Newspapers, Trade Magazines, Websites (.com):

• May provide useful info but not reliable for research or scholarly papers

• Trade magazines lack sufficient scientific/technical detail and may promote biased viewpoints

• Newspapers prioritize reader interest, not depth; may contain commercial bias

• Websites (.com) may have commercial bias, need verification for technical validity

• Company websites may offer valuable info but should be evaluated for bias

•Wikipedia:

• Good for general, preliminary information

• Open to edits, not a reliable academic source

• Do not cite Wikipedia in scholarly work

73



Scholarly Publications
•Target sources: papers published in refereed scholarly journals and conferences

•Identifying scholarly journals:

•Many have "Journal of..." or "... Journal" in the title

•Some reputable journals don’t include "journal" in the title (e.g., Computers and Operations Research, 

Advanced Materials, Research in Engineering Design)

74



Critical Purposes

1️⃣ Academic Foundation – Builds on prior work

2️⃣ Clarifies Ideas – Refines research focus

3️⃣ Evaluates Methods – Assesses data collection techniques

4️⃣ Reveals Analysis Techniques – Identifies potential findings

5️⃣ Anticipates Challenges – Highlights research gaps

Impact on Research

 Informs methodology selection

 Guides interpretation of results

Chalk gauge 

75TREL 3G-R (Camera) 

HOBO U20L Water Level Logger

Key Benefits

Connects Research to existing knowledge

Demonstrates Understanding of field

Provides Context for your study

Importance of Literature Search and Review in Research
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Building on Existing Research: 
Importance of Literature Review

 ~90% of ideas build on prior work (few are 100% novel).

 Innovation often comes from recombining or refining existing 

knowledge.

 Ignoring past studies risks redundancy or missed 

opportunities.

 Audit your literature review: Are you standing on giants’ 

shoulders?

Paper Main point Method Research gap Others

(1)

(2)

(3)
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Research Methodology
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Research Methodology



Research Methodology in Engineering

Definition

•Systematic approach to solving research problems

•Guides data collection, analysis, and interpretation

•Combines philosophy, design, and techniques

Key Components

1.Research Approach (Qualitative/Quantitative/Mixed)

2.Data Collection Methods (Simulations, Sensors, Surveys, etc.)

3.Analysis & Interpretation (Statistical, Computational, Thematic)

80



Qualitative Research Approach

Purpose

Explores subjective meanings, behaviors, and experiences

Key Focus Areas

•Human perceptions & attitudes

•Social & environmental interactions

•Contextual understanding of challenges

81



Quantitative Research in Engineering

Key Characteristics

Objective Analysis – Tests theories using measurable data

Structured Methods – Experiments, surveys, simulations

Statistical Tools – Descriptive & inferential analysis

Common Engineering Applications

•Material strength testing

•Structural load simulations

•Energy efficiency metrics

82
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A research project that used questionnaires 
Study Reference

•A local level relationship between floods and poverty: A case in Myanmar 

•Authors: Akira Kawasaki, Genki Kawamura, Win Win Zin 

 Study Area-Bago 

 Data Collection (Questionnaires)

•Door-to-door household surveys 

•Collected data on: 

• Flood characteristics (duration, depth, damage) 

• Demographics (age, gender, income) 

• Vulnerability (health, disaster preparedness) 

• Poverty indicators (income, education, household size) 

 Key Findings

•Poor households often live in flood-prone areas 

•Fragile housing increases flood impact 

•Flooding contributes to a cycle of poverty 

 Role of Questionnaires

•Enabled data collection from a large sample 

•Provided measurable indicators of poverty and vulnerability 



Case Study

•Purpose: In-depth investigation of specific conditions/factors

•Key Features:

• Examines success/failure causes

• Provides detailed analysis of real-world scenarios

➢ Inundation Management in Urban Drainage Area with Combined Sewer System: A case study in 
Downtown Area of Tsushima City, Japan (Master Thesis); Aung Khaing Min

Fig-.Frequency of Extreme Rainfall data in Aisai city Fig- the different land uses in the study area Fig - urban flood by changing infiltration parameter 84
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Overview & Methodology
• Goal: Identify high-stress roadway locations in Yangon, Myanmar, to guide targeted traffic safety 

interventions.
• Subjects: 42 professional drivers (41 male, 1 female; age 24–64).
• Setup: Polar V800 watch, H7 chest strap, GPS, and video camera across 3 diverse routes.
• Analysis: Time- & frequency-domain HRV parameters evaluated with the Wilcoxon signed-rank test 

against a 10-minute baseline.
Key Findings
• Top Stress Factors: Mixed/confusing traffic, jaywalking pedestrians, sharp turns, sudden lane changes, 

rough pavement, and flyover construction areas.
• Route Contrast: Routes 1 & 2 caused higher stress than Route 3 (CBD). CBD stress was lower partly due 

to the absence of slow-moving vehicles and motorcycles.

(a)Polar watch V800 (b) Heart rate sensor H7 

Figure : Sensors used in this study
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Expected Results (Based on Literature Review)

•Predict outcomes grounded in previous studies

•Define tangible outputs:

• Prototype, concept, solution

• Guidelines, strategies, tools

•Ensure results are evidence-based, quantifiable, and usable

Expected Results
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Expected Results
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No Activity

First Year Second Year

First Semester Second Semester Third Semester Fourth Semester

1Cultural Orientation

2Lab Orientation

3Japanese Language Courses

4Core Engineering Classes

5Academic Seminars

6Literature Review

7Research Project

8Data Collection

9Data Analysis

10Thesis Writing

11Final Presentation

Study Plan for Master Student in Japan
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Bibliography

 Importance of Citing References:

•Reviewers check bibliography to assess research quality

•High-quality citations indicate thorough research and academic diligence

Citation Style:

•Use APA standard (or supervisor's preferred format)

•Correct citation format:

• Family name, Year, Title, City, etc.

•Follow citation rules to maintain consistency and accuracy

Final Tip:

•Proper citation = demonstrates motivation and thorough reading

•Ensure you follow the correct format to avoid errors and inconsistencies



Avoiding Plagiarism in Research

Proper Citation Methods

1.In-Text Citations: (Author, Year)

2.Reference List: Full source details

3.Quotation Marks: For verbatim text

90



Mastering Citations in Academic Writing

What is a Citation?

Formal reference to books, articles, or authors used in research

Two Components:

1.In-text citation: Brief credit (e.g., Smith, 2023)

2.Reference list: Full source details

Key Elements of a Citation

Source Type Required Information

Book Author, Year, Title, Publisher, Edition

Journal Article Author, Year, Title, Journal, Volume, Pages

Conference Paper Author, Year, Title, Conference, DOI

Why Cite Properly?

 Avoids plagiarism

 Supports arguments with evidence

 Guides readers to original sources
91
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Use of Generative AI in Applications

 Important Notice

•Generative AI (e.g., ChatGPT) must not be used to create:

• Application Forms

• Research Plans

• Research Papers

Consequences:

 Application rejection

 Termination of training (if discovered later)

Future ban from LCDP programme

Source- Long Term Capacity Development Program for Myanmar Private Sector (LCDP) JFY 2026



Japanese Universities use AI checker for plagiarism 
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Where to Start Your Research Proposal?

➢ Review Institutional Guidelines

•  Study research proposal requirements early 

•  Understand expectations to ensure success 



A

B

C

D

Effective placement of headers and figures will guide reviewers’ eyes in capturing your story!!!



Obtain Third Person’s View via Feedback 

➢Check to see how much of your proposal is understood by others

What do you mean by this?

What’s the important 

part of this proposal?
Hmm… How can I modify my story 

to make it more easily understood…

➢ Have others check your document to avoid your story becoming ego-centric
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Research books
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References (  မ််း  ်ုးစ္ှာရင််း)
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- Writing a Research Proposal: A guide for Science and Engineering students; The University of Melbourne



The Role of AI in Scientific Research

•GPT-4 (OpenAI, 2023) sparked global scientific discourse

AI Applications in Research:

1.Literature Review:

2.ChatGPT as a Brainstorming Partner for Research Ideas

3.Interpreting Figures & Correlating to Conclusions

4.The Research Proposal Development Process

Fig.1 Generative pre-trained transformers (GPTs), 

show tremendous potential in helping researchers 

tackle their daily tasks and challenges

106
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Evaluation of Research Papers Using ChatGPT
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Solution: AI-Assisted Figure Analysis

•ChatGPT / Bing AI can analyze figures in context, even if poorly labeled

•Extracts key trends, data points, and correlations beyond caption text

Key Benefit

•Saves time—avoids deep-text reading for figure interpretation

•Encourages authors to make figures self-explanatory

Interpreting Figures & Correlating to Conclusions

Challenges with Figures in Research Papers

•Often "stand-alone" (hard to understand without text)

•Overuse of symbols/abbreviations without clear captions

•Critical data trends may be missed by speed readers
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AI-Powered Interpretation 



111



Brainstorming with AI in Research Proposals 

•AI as a brainstorming partner 

• Extensive, quick searches

• Customized, concise answers

•Advantages observed 

• Interactive Q&A sessions

• Provides initial research insights

• More efficient than keyword searches

• AI enhances early-stage research and idea generation

• Supports quick, informed decision-making

112



AI-Powered Research Advantage

ChatGPT Benefits

•Tailored, concise responses

•Faster than manual web searches

•Curated information (vs. search result overload)

•Excellent starting point for research

Traditional Methods

•Time-consuming keyword searches

•Requires filtering irrelevant results

•Wikipedia = generic overview only

Bottom Section:
"In tests, ChatGPT provided more customized, actionable insights than standard web research"

ChatGPT vs. Traditional Research Methods

113
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Brainstorming for Research Idea by AI
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The accuracy and reliability of AI
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❖Get the Right Recommendations



Importance of Recommendations

•Recommendations give judges a different perspective on your character & achievements

•Viewed together with your application, they create a complete picture

•Quality > Fame: Who knows you best matters more than titles

•You can influence what recommenders write (ethically!)

121



122

Guidelines for Reference Letters – MIB Admissions

General Requirements

•No specific letter format required

•Letters used to assess experience, skills, future potential

•Choose recommenders who know you well

Recommender Selection

•Letter 1: Undergraduate supervising professor / faculty who knew you well

•Letter 2: Work supervisor, volunteer leader, community/project mentor

•Prefer senior or managerial-level individuals

•Aim for different perspectives (academic + professional)

Content of Strong Letters

•Personal characteristics

•Academic / work achievements

•Specific experiences observed

•Evaluation of potential for graduate study

•Clear explanation of recommender–applicant relationship

•Length of acquaintance
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MEXT Scholarship



Choosing the Right Recommenders
•Select people who can speak meaningfully about you:

• Teachers, professors, employers, coaches, activity leaders

•Match recommender to scholarship focus:

• Academic → teacher/professor

•Choose the person who knows you best as a whole person
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How to Request Strong Recommendation Letters

Give Ample Time & Context

•Ask at least 3 weeks in advance

•Explain you are applying for scholarships

The Key Question

“Do you feel comfortable writing a recommendation letter for me?”

•This allows them to gracefully decline

•Ensures you only get letters from willing supporters

Handle the Response Gracefully

•A "no" is not a personal rejection

•Common reasons: lack of time or familiarity

•A declined request is better than a weak letter
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Make It Easy for Your Recommenders

•Provide all materials to simplify their work:

• Cover letter explaining scholarships & goals

• Resume with key accomplishments

• Completed sections of recommendation forms (if any)

• Pre-addressed, stamped envelopes or electronic submission details

•Include a script or talking points to highlight your strengths

•Give clear deadlines & polite reminders
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Follow Up and Show Appreciation

▪ Monitor progress politely: check in a few weeks before deadlines

▪ Express gratitude — a thank you note, or small token goes a long way

▪ Recommendations = time & effort from others → always acknowledge it
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Why students fail to get overseas scholarships

❑ Poor university/supervisor matching

❑ Poor alignment with the scholarship objectives

❑ Poor scholarship interview performance

❑ Weak or unclear research proposal — especially for PhD

❑ The study plan is not realistic

❑ Weak English/language ability

❑ Application documents are incomplete or inconsistent
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Long Term Capacity Development Program For 
Myanmar Private Sector (LCDP)
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Long Term Capacity Development Program For 
Myanmar Private Sector (LCDP)
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Long-term Capacity Development Scholarship Program

PhD & MasterMaster & PhD

English



Scholarship Scheme

▪Scholarship: Tuition fees, Living allowance, Research support expenses, 

Medical care expenses will be covered.

▪Duration: 3 years for PhD, 2 years for Master’s Course

▪Number of participants: To be decided

▪Living allowance : Location of participant’s university

▪Airfare : Round-trip air ticket
For more information, refer to the General Information.
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Eligibility
Nationality Must be citizens of Myanmar

Age Should be between the ages 22 and 39 as of 1st April, 2027

(Born on/after 2nd April, 1987 and on/ before 1st April, 2005) 

Occupation a. Have an experience for 2 years or more 

b. Capable to take long-term leave and return to the workplace after 2 years studying in 

Japan.

c.  Have awareness of social responsibility, and willing to contribute to the development 

of private sector of Myanmar and network with Japan.

Academic 

Background

Must hold a bachelor degree for Master course and a master degree for PhD course

English Proficiency IELTS 6.5 or TOFEL PBT 550 or  TOFEL iBT 80 or TOEIC 800 or Duolingo 110

Participation in MJC 

program

Those who have taken the MJC Business courses or be executives of the companies that 

have taken the MJC Business courses and activities before are eligible. 

Those who have taken related business management courses at UMFCCI are also eligible.

Health conditions Must be in good mental and physical health to complete the program abroad.

Gender Equality and 

Women’s 

Empowerment

Female candidates are encouraged to apply for the program.
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Field of Study and University List for Master Course

Field of Study     Universities

•Agriculture/Environmental  Nagoya, Okayama, Toyo (3)

•Management(MBA)   IUJ, Kwansei Gakuin, Rikkyo, APU, Doshisha (5)

• Economics & Regional Studies APU, Rikkyo, Toyo (3) 

• Engineering/IT   Nagoya, Miyazaki, Kumamoto, Hiroshima, Yokohama, 
    Okayama, Toyo, Kobe ICT, Ritsumeikan (9) 

• Tourism    Toyo, APU (2)

134Updated universities list will announce in September 2027
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LCDP Scholarship (JICA)



No Required Documents File Type

1 OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM

Part A: Information on the Applying Organization        

Part B: Information about the Applicant 

Annex 1. University Information

Annex 2. Research Plan* & Career Plan after Graduation

Submit the entire application 

form as a single PDF file.

*The "Research and Career 

Plan" must be submitted as a 

separate Word document.

2 Graduation certificate.

     * Officially certified copies of the original

     * Written in English or accompanied with official translation

PDF 

Academic transcript

     * Must contain all the grades earned at the university the applicant attended

     * Officially certified copies of the original transcript

     * Written in English or accompanied with official translation in English

PDF 

Photocopy of certificate of English Test* PDF 

Certificate of MJC or UMFCCI PDF

A copy of Passport & National Registration Card PDF 

List of Required Documents

1361PDF File & 1 Word File (Research Plan, Career Plan)



Schedule Steps Description
October ?, 2026 Application Closing Date: 2026, October ?

Early of October 2026 (1st selection) Document Screening by Selection Committee

Early of November 2026 (2nd selection) In-person Interview by Selection Committee

December 2026 -

February 2027

Pre-matching Document screening, interview (if necessary)

To match applicants with Japanese university courses/supervisors

March-June 2027 Entrance Exam Screening of submitted university’s application documents and 

interviews by Japanese universities

July-August 2027 Final result JICA will determine the result with consideration of the of the result 

of university’s examination. 

Selection Process
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How to Write a Research Proposal

➢ Recorded seminar sessions reopened every week
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Winning International Scholarships: Research Proposal Development and Interview Mastery
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• These tips are only based on my experience and do not guarantee success. 

You should take time to find what works for you. 

• You should put a good effort into writing research proposal. It brings 

important academic and career benefits and is a great chance to clarify your 

research direction.

Final Suggestion!



141


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97
	Slide 98
	Slide 99
	Slide 100
	Slide 101
	Slide 102
	Slide 103
	Slide 104
	Slide 105
	Slide 106
	Slide 107
	Slide 108
	Slide 109
	Slide 110
	Slide 111
	Slide 112
	Slide 113
	Slide 114
	Slide 115
	Slide 116
	Slide 117
	Slide 118
	Slide 119
	Slide 120
	Slide 121
	Slide 122
	Slide 123
	Slide 124
	Slide 125
	Slide 126
	Slide 127
	Slide 128
	Slide 129
	Slide 130
	Slide 131
	Slide 132
	Slide 133
	Slide 134
	Slide 135
	Slide 136
	Slide 137
	Slide 138
	Slide 139
	Slide 140
	Slide 141

